
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thinking about Getting Married? 

 



Congratulations on your forthcoming marriage and thank you for your enquiry. I would be 
delighted to meet you both for a coffee / chat about your wedding, and ways we can work 
together to make sure you have the service you want. It’s all about YOU, this is YOUR day and 
YOUR service. YOUR wedding should be something special and reflect YOU both as individuals 
and as a couple. 
 

Who Am I? 

I am a Celebrant with the Caledonian Humanist Society in Scotland, but 
also have my own brand of Aberdeen Celebrant. All Celebrants of the 
Caledonian Humanist Association are authorised by the Registrar 
General of Scotland to conduct legal weddings and civil partnerships 
in Scotland. 
 

We can also conduct a non-legal Wedding Celebration for couples who, for example, married 
abroad and who now want to have a ceremony that includes their family and friends. 
 
I am a confident public speaker, with the ability to engage with the public, regardless of 
background. I have delivered presentations at both local and national level and am equally at 
home speaking at a large wedding with 400 guests, as I am speaking at a small intimate service. 
As a people person, I am able to adapt to suit the occasion. 
 

What Is Humanism? 

Humanism is not a religion - it’s a very old and very simple philosophy 
that represents the views of hundreds of millions of people around the 
world. There are lots of definitions out there, but the late Kurt 
Vonnegut said that “Being a humanist means trying to behave decently 
without expectation of rewards or punishment after you are dead”. 
 

Another way of putting it is to say that humanists believe we can live good and worthwhile 
lives guided by reason and compassion, rather than religion or superstition, and that there are 
more things that unite humanity than divide it, that we can be “Good without God”, and that 
we should treat others the way we would like to be treated ourselves. Or, as we say here in 
Bonnie Scotland, “We’re a’ Jock Tamson’s bairns” - we’re all the same under the skin! 



My Style 

A Humanist wedding means that YOU are in control. YOU decide the length of the service, 
whether or not you want YOUR guests to sing, YOU decide on vows, YOU decide on what 
readings (if any) YOU want. YOU can also have family members participate in the service itself 
(which we can discuss at a later point), but the bottom line is – YOU decide. YOU are 
completely free to have the service that YOU want, well, within reason. As long as it’s safe and 
dignified, I’m happy to comply. I’ll work with YOU to create a bespoke service to make YOUR 
day as special as possible. YOU’LL be free to say, in your own words, why you’re here, what 
you’re promising to your partner, and where you see your future. This can be really exciting, 
but for some, it can be a wee bit scary at the same time! There are plenty of great ideas to 
help you do this, and I can provide examples of vows, readings etc. 

 
There are only two people who have the faintest idea why you think getting married is a good 
idea: YOU and YOUR partner. So I’m not going to tell you what marriage means. Instead, I ask 
you to go away and think about what marriage means to YOU. 
 

Taking the time to think about why you’re getting married, and 
deciding what you want to tell your family and friends, is the key to 
making your wedding absolutely your own - as I’m sure all couples who 
have had Humanist ceremonies will no doubt be happy to tell you. 
 
On the other hand, if you want to create a truly unique ceremony that 
speaks in your own voice, then I’ll guide and help you to create one 
that will not only inspire your family and friends, but will give you a 
memory that you will cherish for the rest of your lives. 

 

What Does It Cost? 

One of the good things about a CHA wedding is that the cost is straightforward. The Registrar 
will make additional charges for processing your paperwork, but all celebrants of the 
C a l e d o n i a n  H u m a n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  c h a r g e  t h e  s a m e  f e e  w h e r e v e r 
and whenever the wedding takes place, with no charge for travel for the first 50 miles. 

In 2018 the fee is only £450.00. Unlike other Humanist societies (which require you to 
become members at an additional cost), membership of The Caledonian Humanist 
Association is free. 



What’s the Next Steps?

Happy with what you’ve read?  Then the next step is for you to complete a booking form. All 
bookings require a £100 non-refundable deposit to secure the date. From there, we arrange 
a mutually convenient time to meet, to start creating YOUR personal service. 
 
I will be happy to answer all questions you may have including: 

• Rehearsals 
• What’s the order of service? 
• Interacting with guests 
• Symbolic Gestures 
• Suggested readings 
• To sing or not to sing 
• How to get the perfect photo 
• Applying for and obtaining your marriage schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information:
Telephone: 07950 792920 

Email: karen.farquhar@cha.scot 

www.aberdeencelebrant.co.uk 

Once again, 
many congratulations on 

your forthcoming marriage.  
I look forward to hearing 
from you in due course. 


